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SCAMPPS NEWS 

The Charity that iséStriving for Childrenõs Additional 

Medical, Physical  and Personal Support in Surrey  

Registered Charity No. 1112112  

 

    

REVIEW  

As we welcome in a New Year  and say goodbye 

to the Noughties (whoever came up with that 

name?  Probably the same person who came up 

with words like ôjeggingsõ and Brangelinaé), we 

embrace a new decade in the mids t of a big 

freeze.  Is this the future of winters in the 

UK?  Who knows, but at least the economic 

world is thawing slightly and perhaps we can 

all allow ourselves to be just a little bit 

optimistic.  Go on, you know you can do it.  

Certainly here at SCAMP PS we are feeling 

positive with a Dinner Dance fundraiser  event scheduled  for September  (details 

inside) and if that doesnõt warm you up then we have a host of travel ideas in 

the centre to get you thinking holidays.  There is some welcome news from the 

government (see page 7) regarding tax credits and the Child Trust Fund that 

might help ease the pinch.  Donõt waste time on resolutions youõll never keep.  I 

recently endured a Disney DVD with my five year old daughter that carried 

Walt Disneyõs motto: Keep Moving Forward.  I canõt think of a better way to go. 

Dates for your Diary 2010  

April 23 rd   ð Dadõs Night Out 

May 7 th      -  Mumõs Night Out 

May 16th    - Swim Party  

July 11th     - Family Fun Day 

For more details, go to  www.scampps.org.uk 

In This Issue:  
Fundraising News ς The Special Needs Review - Travel Tips 

SCAMPPS Dinner Dance ς Third Time Mum ς Helplines 
Youth & Philanthropy Initiative 
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A Note from the Finance Committee  
We only received one bid for funding in this last quarter and we were happy 

to support a family purchasing a special needs buggy. If you need help with 

funding for specialist equipment, hardware, software, or to attend courses, 

please download our application form from the website and send it to the 

SCAMPPS address by 26 th  March in time for our next meeting.  

Many thanks to Karen Hazelwood for nominating SCAMPPS at her work, 

BlackRock to  be their charity for Christmas.  Although we weren õt successful this time 

BlackRock gave an incredibly generous donation of £500 to SCAMPPS.   

 

FUNDRAISING UPDATE  

 
The start of a new year always inspires us into action and here at SCAMPPS we are anticipating 

many races run and dances ôdancedõ before the year is out.  Lost for ideas?  Here is some food 

for thoughté 

THANK YOU  to Kerry Keyworth and Glen Friend who  raised a whopping £250.00 by accepting 

donations in lieu of wedding presents last year.   Our thanks also goes to Manor Green Road 

Butchers (£52.27 ), Stoneleigh Butchers (£77.60), CroyDec Building & Decorating Services ltd 

(£100), London Marathon (£25.00),Clare Groocock (£58.50) and £65.00 donated in memoriam 

of Helen Morrisonõs grandmother.  We are so grateful for every donation we receive that allo w 

us to keep supporting the families that need our help.  

SCAMPPS patron, Terry Sims, has introduced a novel way of raising money whilst ôteachingõ his 

staff at the same time ð who said men canõt multi- task?  Terry, who runs lefthandedgolf.co .uk, 

has star ted ôfiningõ each member of staff for every order which is 

incorrectly packed or addressed.   Any employee who makes a mistake must 

put £5.00 in the SCAMPPS tin every time he makes a mistake!  Could you 

implement a similar system in your workplace, or even start a swear jar?    

Planning a toddlerõs birthday party?  Take advantage of their blissful 

ignorance and ask guests to make a donation instead of a present.  My 

daughter got all the way to age 4 before she said she preferred ôPony in My 

Pocketõ to the SCAMPPS tin.  No nomination for Noelõs Christmas Presents this year then.  Still, 

thereõs always my soné..   
 

 

Soft Toys Needed to Help Raise Funds for Childrenõs Charity  
   

Local charity MERU ð which makes equipment for children with disabilities when no ready -made 

equipment can meet their needs ð is appealing for donations of unwanted, good -condition teddy 

bears and other soft toys.  

   

The charity, which helps youngsters all over London and South East England, has been raising 

funds for its work by holding soft toy tombolas at local events.  Each donated toy is carefully 

checked to ensure it is in good, clean condition, and then cellophane -wrapped and decorated with 

a ribbon, before becoming part of the next tombola.  

   

MERU Chief Executive, Susan Brumpton, said: òThis has been a really successful way to raise money.  Every tombola 

weõve held over the past year has sold out, raising hundreds of pounds to support MERUõs vital work for children.  Being 

at local events also helps raise awareness of our services and our need for more volunteers.ó  

   

MERU needs literally hundreds more toys for upcoming events. Anyone who has good condition soft toys to donate is 

asked to call either Sue Burch or Tracey Docherty on 01372 725203 , or to email info@meru.org.uk . Ideally MERU would 

prefer the toys to be delivered to its headquarters in Epsom but if this is not possible a MERU volunteer may be able  to 

collect them.  

http://uk.mc285.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=info@meru.org.uk
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The Special Needs Review: The Lamb Inquiry  

The Special Needs Review was conducted by Brian Lamb in December 2009.  The inquiry for the government said a lack 

of support and information was making some parents of children with special needs and disabilities among the òangriestó 

in the country.  

It recommends:  

¶ The setting up of a national helpline giving parents advice and information  

¶ Funding should be given to the Local Government Ombudsman to consider complaints against local authoritie s 

¶ Improvements to tribunals that hear special needs cases  

Experts have criticized the inquiry for failing to deal with the major issues concerning parents.   Special needs lawyer 

John Friel said: òThe Lamb Inquiry is a compromise and as such itõs a compromise that represents the worst of all evils 

and ignores the two very good inquiries that have recently taken place.ó  

Mark Lever, chief executive of the National Autistic Society said: òéparents have little confidence in the SEN system, 

and they could be fo rgiven for thinking this report will do little to change what for them is an often complicated, 

intimidating, and sometimes infuriating system.  However, it is important to remember that positive steps have been 

made.ó  

The announcement that Ofsted inspect ions will be required, by law, to place greater focus on SEN and disabilities, and 

the introduction of the extra right of appeal on SEN statements will be welcomed by all.  

In a recent More 4 News interview, Surrey family, Cate and Paul Moore who have tripl ets with autism, described their 

difficulties in securing educational provision for their three nine -year -old-boys. 

òThe pressure that itõs put on the family has been immense.  It takes a very strong family not to completely break down.  

I think the system  ought to be changed completely ð thrown out and start again.ó 

 

If youõve had an experience of the education system, good or bad, and would like to share it or if you simply wish to 
express your views, we would love to hear from you.  Email: carrie@lefthan dedgolf.eclipse.co.uk  

SCAMPPS Dinner Dance  

The Date: Saturday 11 th  September 2010  

The Venue: Kingswood Golf & Country Club, Surrey  
We are delighted to announce that SCAMPPS patron Terry Sims will be 

hosting a Dinner Dance and Golf Tournament with all proceeds going 

directly to SCAMPPS.  Tickets for the dinner will be priced at £42.50 

per head and will include a welcome glass of bubbly, a luxury 3 course 

dinner and coffee.  The evening will include a well -stocked raffle, an exciting auction and will be 

finished off with some dancing.  We really hope you can come along for what promises to be a 

great night and bring as many friends as you can!  

If you canõt make it to the dinner but would still like to help then we are 

looking for donations for the raffle  (bottles, gifts etc.) or if you work 

for a company that might be able to donate something for the auction 

(previous events have included signed memorabilia, gift experiences etc.) 

then we would love to hear from you.  Please email 

carrie@lefthandedgolf.eclipse.co.uk  if you can help.  We anticipate this 

event will sell out quickly and numbers are limited so to avoid 

disappointment, please return the reply slip below with a cheque for the 

deposit of£15 .00 per person made payable to Kingswood Golf Club to Terry Sims, Pro Shop, 

Kingswood Golf Club, Sandy Lane, Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey KT20 6NE.    

(Details of the  Golf Tournament will follow in the next issue. ) 

________________________________________________________________  

I would like to reserve_____(tickets) for the SCAMPPS Dinner Dance on Saturday 11 th  

September. I enclose a cheque for the deposit of  £_________(£15 per person)  

Name:_____________________Email :__________________________________  

Tel: ______________Address:________________________________________  

We will confirm receipt by email.________________________________________  

mailto:carrie@lefthandedgolf.eclipse.co.uk
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SCAMPPS Board Member, Sara Dawson, recommends a driving holiday:  
Last year we decided to do something slightly different for our holiday. 

Initially it was driven by need but it turned out to be the best decision we 

could have made. We wanted to go to Italy but to get the best out o f our 

holiday we really needed to have a car. We could have hired one when we got 

there but the cost of hiring one big enough to hold the wheelchair, walking 

frame, buggy and all our luggage made the cost of the holiday rather high. 

After much deliberation  we decided we would take our own car instead. 

Friends thought we must be mad to spend so much time in the car with 2 young 

boys but we went armed with DVD players, Nintendo DS and plenty of games 

and puzzles. 

 It took us 2 days to get to Lake Como, with overnight stops in Reims and 

Stuttgart. We watched an ever changing landscape and had our own little 

geography lesson along the way. We reached our destination feeling relaxed, 

having had none of the stress of th e airport or having to get up in the middle 

of the night to catch a plane. We spent a wonderful week at Lake Como with 

the freedom to go wherever we wished in a car that was familiar to drive. Our 

return journey took  us through France where we visited some  of the vineyards 

and enjoyed the French cuisine, again staying for 2 nights at different stops.  

The whole experience was wonderful and we ended up with an 11 day holiday for less money than flying and hiring a car 

for 7 days. We saw things and did things we could not have done 

without a car. The German Autobahns really do live up to their 

reputation, FAST! However, we clocked up over 1800 miles without 

seeing a single accident or lane closure, which is not something I 

can say for our own motorways! It has definitely changed our 

decisions for future holidays and we are looking to drive again this 

year. If you are planning to drive abroad please remember to allow 

for toll charges when costing your journey. These are availabl e 

online. You will also need to contact Motability if you are taking one 

of their cars abroad to ensure your insurance is validated for the 

trip and you are carrying the correct paperwork.   Saraõs family 
enjoyed their European holiday so much that they hav e booked a villa in the South of France for this summer.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Having endured the nastiest winter in many years, our thoughts naturally turn to warmer 
ŘŀȅǎΦ  {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
some stories and tips for travelling with children to get you on your way. 
¢ƛǇ bƻΦмΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
 

  

Dominic looking very relaxed!  

Driving over the Gotthard pass  

Short Break Services  
KIDS is a national charity that has been around for over 30 years ð amongst other things they have 

been involved in the development of the Portage early years education scheme, Parent Partnerships 

and adventure playgrounds. The service involves linking parents looking for short break services with 

trained workers, who have also been checked by the Criminal Records Bureau.   They say:  

òa KIDS Direct Short Break means that Disabled children and young people can enjoy and experience   

activities that they are i nterested in  with the support of a skilled Short Break Worker (Personal 

Assistant)ó. 

The services can be paid for using direct payments, individual budgets or you can pa y yourself if you 

wish.  Tel: 0845 453 1000   www.directshortbreaks.org.uk  

 

 

http://www.directshortbreaks.org.uk/
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Your Editor, Carrie Sims, tells you about a UK break:  
Weõve been visiting the West Country for many years but had grown tired of the UK summer and spending too many 

afternoons hunting for the missing bits of ôKer plunkõ in a holiday let with our kids, aged 5 and 1.  We wanted something 

between camping and luxury and thatõs when we found Gwel An Mor , a small eco resort of 

luxury lodges in Portreath, Cornwall that carries an impressive accolade of awards including 

The Guardian award for one of the best top 10 UK coastal holidays.  The site has a spa, 

restaurant, indoor pool, play park and a fantastic farm wildlife centre and is only a 10 minute 

walk from the golden sandy beach.  Our luxury lodge had its own hot tub on the deck which 

went down well at the end of a blustery day on the beach.  We ate in the restaurant several 

times and it catered well for families as well 

as providing a pizza delivery service to our 

lodge!  Whilst Portreath has a beautiful 

beach, we would recommend nearby National Trust Godrevy beach for 

brilliant surf and the best rock pooling.  You can even spot seals fro m 

the bay next to the lighthouse.  Finish the day off with doorstep bacon 

butties at Hellõs Mouth Caf® and you are in heaven.  The resort also has 

M3 Assisted Living lodges with a wet room bathroom and the entire site 

is wheelchair accessible, with a hoist  in the pool.  Itõs not the cheapest 

of holidays but we shared the cost with the grandparents so it worked 

out just a bit more than renting a cottage but with all the facilities to 

counter even the wettest of summer days.  

 One final tip ð we rented our lo dge from Sunday which cut our driving 

time down as the roads were half empty.                       .  

 www.gwelanmor.com       Tel: 01209 842354  
 

 

Mobius Disability Kite School  is one of the UKõs premier kite 

surfing schools with locations across Cornwall.  They provide 

tuition in powerkiting, buggying, land boarding and kite surfing 

for adults and children who have visual or hearing impairment, 

MS, learning and behavioural disa bilities and also those who 

require the use of a wheelchair.  All lessons include use of the 

latest modified equipment, which has safety features enabling 

those with a range of disabilities to participate.  The school is 

approved by the British Kite Surfin g Association.   

 

www.mobiusonline.co.uk    Tel: 08456 430630  

 

SCAMPPS Top Travel Tips  

¶ For long flights or train journeys, pack a kids trolley bag with whatever normally keeps 

them amused but donõt let them see whatõs in it until they actually sit in their seat. 

¶ At airports, allow them to explore.  The long hike to the gates and moving walkways can 

provide hours of entertainment.  

¶ Purchase a set of Usbourneõs ô50 Things to do on a plane/car/train journeyõ or Holiday 

Doodles wipe clean cards.  

 

And some more websites:  
www.OpenBritain.net  

www.disabledholidayinfo.org.uk  

www.accessibletravel.co.uk  

 
Please note that whilst SCAMPPS does not endorse any of the organisations or websites mentioned in this article we 

hope you will find then useful and informative.  

If you can recommend any travel companies, hotels or self -caterin g accommodation we would love to hear from you.  

We are so loving this beach!  

http://www.gwelanmor.com/
http://www.mobiusonline.co.uk/
http://www.openbritain.net/
http://www.disabledholidayinfo.org.uk/
http://www.accessibletravel.co.uk/


6 
 

A Third Time Mum 
 
Last summer I was lucky enough to give birth to a healthy baby boy, Finn.  He was number three in 
our family, joining an older brother and sister.   Before becoming a mother I had always assumed 
that you only had three children if you had two boys and really wanted a girl (or vice versa).  The 
idea that any parent voluntarily had three children just because they fancied it was an alien concept 
to me.  I think you can tell that the maternal inǎǘƛƴŎǘ ƛƴ ƳŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘΗ 
Then I had my first child, Conor, just over 7 years ago. He turned my world upside down.  I found 
emotions in me that I had no idea existed as well as primeval motherly instincts to protect and 
defend him.  I loved the baby months and delighted in the most mundane tasks ς washing 
babygrows was fun, making purees and sterilizing bottles gave me a sense of satisfaction.  I felt 
ΨōǊƻƻŘȅΩ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ōŀōȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ   
 
This may all seem guǎƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ ΨbŜǿ aǳƳǎ ²Ƙƻ wŜŀƭƭȅ wŜŀƭƭȅ [ƻǾŜ 
¢ƘŜƛǊ .ŀōƛŜǎΩ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜƭǘΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳǳƳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜŜǇ ŘŀǊƪ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
feelings engaged.  Yet there was a shadow of course, because Conor has Down Syndrome.   
 
9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŘƛŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳǳƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƘŀǾŜΦ  
I wanted to be so proud of my son, but felt that I needed to broach the subject of his disability with 
others.  Sometimes this was to explain why perhaps I was doing things differently with my child e.g. 
ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎΤ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎŀȅ ΨLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŘŜƴƛŀƭΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΧΩ and sometimes it 
was to try and take away fear of the unknown for others. 
 
There are so many things which have changed in my life (work, social life, priorities) since having 
/ƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 5ƻǿƴ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ōŜcause his disability is a part of him as 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ōƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŘŜǎǘΦ  L Řƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 
children and how I feel about being a mother all the time.  Did we have Finn because Conor has 
Down Syndrome?  Or was ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΚ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΗ              
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The story of SCAMPPS 
 and the Youth & Philanthropy 
 Initiative 
  

Back in October we were contacted by Taylor Mathis and some fellow students from Chessington 

Community College who wanted to find out more about our charity for a forthcoming project.    It 

turned out, that following their research of several local charities, they had picked SCAMPPS as the 

charity they wanted to represent for the Youth Philanthropy Initiative (YPI).   

The YPI is an international programme that aims to develop the community leaders of the future.  

Pupils in year 9 or year 10 (aged 14/ 15) work in small groups to research the needs of their local 

community and identify the grassroots social service charity they believe is best placed to make a 

positive contribution. The group judged to have made the best presentation in each school is 

granted £3,000 to award to their charity. During this process, pupils develop teamwork, 

communication and presentation skills as well as the technical skills needed for effective giving. 

Taylor and her team interviewed SCAMPPS representatives and visited JOG as part of the research 

which led to an excellent presentation.   Despite making it through to the final round they were just 

pipped at the post and had to settle for a very impressive 2nd place.   

Thank you to the children, parents and therapists at JOG for welcoming the students during their 

visit, and to Becky Quin for taking time out to look after them.  They were very touched by their 

experience with you all.  Taylor says ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ 

trying to decide the most effective ways of raising money for SCAMPPS.  We would like it to be 

creative yet effective - a bit like SCAMPPS. Thank You for everything."   

Thank you to Taylor, Billy, Inha and Jessica for their representation of SCAMPPS and for further 

raising our profile within the community.   

 

Extra Tax Credit Payments 
If you child is awarded the DLA (Disability Living Allowance) having not received it before, or has an existing DLA award 
increased to the higher rate, this can lead to extra child tax credit payments known as disability elements.  The rules on 
backdating these payments have been simplified.  Prior to April 2009, parents had to notify the tax office when they 
claimed the DLA and when it was awarded.  However, since 2009 parents only need notify the tax office when the DLA is 
awarded. 
 
IF you are awarded the DLA for your child or have an existing award raised to a higher level, you need to let your tax office 
know within 3 months of the DLA decision and tax credits should then be backdated.  
 
5ƛǎŀōƭŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ 
CǊƻƳ нлмл ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ϻмлл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ όϻнлл ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴύ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŦǳƴŘΦ  
Entitlement to the payments will be linked to the Disability Living Allowance.  
For more information visit the website: www/directgov.uk 
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SCAMPPS 

Po Box 503 contact@scampps.org.uk     

Epsom      www.scampps.org.uk     

Surrey    07596 ð 666 -  646  
(no calls after  9pm please) 

Board Members:  

CHAIRPERSON: John Conway      TREASURER: Suzanne Humphris - Groce 

FINANCE & BIDS: Rachel Macauley  TRUSTEE: Sharon Coleman  

FUNDRAISING:  Helen Morrison    LEGAL ADVISOR: Hazel Johnson  

PUBLICATIONS: Sara Dawson      JOG REP:  Katharine Brook  

You can always make a donation to us by cheque, or at;  

www.scampps.org.uk  with Pay Pal  or now at  

www.justgiving.com/scampps/raisemoney  

 

Alternatively why not try the following  Fundraising initiatives which continue 

to help us :  

     

To find out more, contact Helen at Fundraising.  All support is hugely 

appreciated!  

 

To make the deadline for the next Newsletter, please send in any 

articles or photos by 15 th  April  2010  to:  

carrie@lefthandedgolf.eclipse.co.uk  

http://www.scampps.org.uk/
http://www.justgiving.com/scampps/raisemoney
mailto:carrie@lefthandedgolf.eclipse.co.uk

